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2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“DO WHATEVER
HE TELLS YOU.”

January 19, 2025 oLei
Az & o

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder
shall marry you; and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall
your God rejoice in you. (Is 62:5)
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Psalm — Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations. (Ps 96)

Second Reading — But one and the same Spirit produces all of

these, distributing them individually to each person as he wishes.
(1 Cor 12:11)

Gospel — Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs at Cana in
Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe
in him. (Jn 2:11)

St. Nicholas Catholic Church
1152 Oak Road

Walnutport, PA 18088
www.stnicholaswalnutport.org

Pastor: Rev. Adam C. Sedar, M.A., M.Div.
Administrative Assistant: Gina Smith

Parish Office and Religious Education:
610-767-3107  E-mail: stnick11@ptd.net

Parish Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday 9 AM - 3 PM

St. John Newman Regional School: (K-8)
610-826-2354

PREP:
Grades K - 8: 2nd Monday of the month
6:30 PM - 7:45 PM

BVMSN Credit Union:
484-272-2858

Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator:

Pamela Russo, MSW, MA
Secretary for Youth Protection
610-871-5200, Ext. 2204
prusso@allentowndiocese.org

Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator:
Wendy Krisak, M.A., NCC

Direct Telephone 800-791-9209

Catholic Bishop Abuse Reporting Service
1-800-276-1562  www.ReportBishopAbuse.org

Mass Schedule:

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM

Sunday: 8:30 & 10:30 AM

Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday: 8:30 AM
Tuesday: 6:30 PM (Latin Mass)

Adoration of Most Blessed Sacrament:

Wednesday: 9 AM - 6:30 PM
Benediction: 6:30 PM

Confessions:

Saturday: 3:45 PM - 4:20 PM
Tuesday: 5:45 PM - 6:15 PM
(other times by appointment)




Dear Parishioners,

because quite often we lack faith.
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A Message from QOur Pastor:

Here is a short reflection on Peace- by Father Jacque Phillip, a monk and spiritual writer, in which we are
reminded where true peace comes from and where it does not:

If we seek peace as the world gives it, if we expect peace in accordance with the reasoning of
the world, or with the motivations that accord with the current mentality that surrounds us
(because everything is going well, because we aren’t experiencing any annoyances and our
desires are completely satisfied, etc.), then it is certain that we will never know peace or that our
peace will be extremely fragile and of short duration.

For us believers, the essential reason we can always be at peace does not come from this
world. My kingdom is not of this world (Jn 18:36). It comes from trust in the Word of Jesus.

When the Lord affirms that He gives us peace, that He gives us his peace, these words are
divine words, words that have the same creative force as the words that brought the sky and the
earth from the void, they carry the same weight as the words that quieted the storm, the words
that healed the sick and brought the dead back to life. Since Jesus tells us, even twice, that He
gives us His peace, we believe that this peace is never taken away. God’s gifts and his calling
are irrevocable (Rom 11:29). It is we who do not always know how to acquire or preserve them

| have told you these things so that you will have peace in me. In the world you will have trouble,
but take courage! | have conquered the world (Jn 16:33). In Jesus, we may always abide in
peace because He has conquered the world, because He is resurrected from the dead. By His
death He conquered death; He annihilated the sentence of condemnation that weighs on us.
He manifested the benevolence of God toward us. And with God on our side, who can be
against us? ... Who could ever separate us from the love of Christ? (Rom 8:31-35).

Peace- Father Adam

2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
John 2:1-12

A friend invited me to an invitation-only wine-tasting
event. There were over two hundred varieties of wine.
Having no idea how to approach such a massive
selection, | wandered aimlessly among the tables, sipping
this and that. At the end of the evening my friend asked if
| had tried some of the exceptionally expensive wines. |
hadn't. “The really good stuff disappears first,” he said.
“My man, you missed out on some amazing vino.” | was
so disappointed. | wasted my chance for amazing
once-in-a-lifetime wine. The wine | tasted was,
well, blah.

Don't we often feel a similar
disappointment in life? |
missed this or that
opportunity. If
:ﬁ only I had

known. Optimism sputters and fades. The glory days are

gone. The chances, it seems, for the really great things in
life come and go so quickly. Then they are gone forever.

The good stuff goes first. Then life is just blah.

Not so with the Lord Jesus. In Jesus’ miracle at the
wedding at Cana, the steward of the feast says,
“Everyone serves good wine first, and then...an inferior
one” (John 2:10). That's the natural downward
progression of life. The good stuff disappears quickly. But
he says of the groom (who symbolizes Jesus), “But you
have kept the good wine until now.” This is the ever-
improving trajectory of the realm of God’s grace. With
Jesus, the “good wine” of divine love, hope and peace
gets better as our journey of faith progresses. Where are
your greatest disappointments? Don't give in to the lie
that the really good stuff is gone. Tell Jesus you've run
out. Then learn how to taste that amazingly good wine,
because he saves the best until now.

— Father John Muir ©LPi




Sat 1/18

Sun 119

Mon 1/20
Tues 1/21
Wed 1/22

Thu 1/23

Fri 1/24
Sat 1/25
Sun 1/26

4:30 PM

8:30 AM

10:30 AM

8:30 AM
6:30 PM
8:30 AM

8:30 AM

No Mass
4:30 PM
8:30 AM

10:30 AM

*Mass Intentions:

Hilda Steirer
(Mary Louise Trexler)

Peter Kilpatrick

(JoAnne Kilpatrick)
Catherine Niedzwiecki
(Henry & Nancy Niedzwiecki)

People of the Parish
Special Intentions (Cindy Saab)

Catherine Niedzwiecki
(Joe Hrobat)

John Augustine
(JoAnn & Frank Klucsarits)

Susan Johnson (Kate Adams)

Rita Woytko
(Mary Woytko & Susanne Amici)
Hilda Steirer (Sue Hankee)

Counting Oux Blessings-Shanks You!

N ,r Wednesday after the evening Benediction at
o 6:30PM. We offer public praying of the
Miraculous Medal Novena as a perpetual novena of
prayer as a part of the spiritual life of our parish.
Please come and join together each Wednesday as
we pray this beautiful prayer as a weekly devotion.

St. Monica Ministry Holy Hour

Every 3rd Wednesday of the Month
6-7PM

We come together to pray for those
who have fallen away from the Faith!

Parish Holy Rosary and Divine Mercy
Chaplet

Holy Rosary: Saturday & Sunday: 30 minutes before
Mass. Monday & Thursday: 9AM. Tuesday: 6PM.
Wednesday & Fridays: 3PM (immediately after the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy).

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Every Wednesday & Friday at
3PM.

Eucharist Adoration
Jesus still waits for us in the tabernacle.

1/5  Collection Envelopes $8,760.00 , , :
Weekly Budgeted Operational = Please spend time with our Lord, in
Expenses $7.352.00 Eucharistic Adoration.
Christmas $264.00 Eucharistic Adoration is every Wednesday
Preservation & Renovation $989.00 between 8:30AM and 6:30PM.
r*} Tabernacle Candle Intentions
To reserve one of the Lamps for a weekly Week of January 19 to 25

intention, donation is $10.

;. : T2
i2y- Altar Wine and Bread /2 =
You are able to reserve in your name S

the Altar Wine and Bread used throughout the
week for all the Masses. Donation is $20.

“_'%essed Mother or St. Joseph Flowers

ach arrangement is a donation of $35. Stop by

wop or call the parish office.

Tabernacle Candles will be lit in Memory of
St. Nicholas Memorial Society
Wednesday Adorers

Altar Hosts and Wine Offered in Memory of
Wednesday Adorers




Caring Hands Knit-Crochet Group

We create comforting items to be donated to those in need
within our area, such as prayer shawls, lap robes, cancer
hats, preemie & newborn hats and blankets...etc.

Join us the second and fourth Friday of each month from
10am-12pm in the social hall. If you are interested or have
any questions please contact: Krista Ambrosino @
484.597.3685

Please call the parish center office at \\ 4 /

610-767-3107 if you would like to suggest \(/\,ff;:—-’fg
. =

the name of someone who would benefit % =

from one of our items.

We Need Your Help!

If you or you know a parishioner that is homebound or is in
or going into in a nursing home or personal care facility,
please let us know by calling the Parish Office.

Prayer is Powerful!

Call Dolores 610-767-2013 or e-mail dkine224@gmail.com
with your prayer requests or join our Prayer Chain; feel the
power and grace of prayer.

We are pleased to announce that our prayer
list is now connected with Sacred Heart
Church in Palmerton and is on a Universal
Prayer Chain. This is a HUGE step for us
because those on our prayer list will be
having prayers said for them all over the
world...Praise God!

If you know of someone in the hospital or homebound
Please call the parish office, 610-767-3107, so someone can
visit them.

Please keep in your prayers our Parishioners who are sick,
and those who are waiting for or recovering from surgery.

Also, please pray for our military Men and Women and their
families; they give so much so we can enjoy our Freedom!

BVMSN Federal Credit Union

Serving the parishioners and families of Assumption BVM
and St. Nicholas Churches. We offer lower interest rate
loans and financial counseling if you want to help clean up
your credit. Your money is insured up to $250,000. For
more information, call the credit union at 484-272-2858 or
stop by the St. Nicholas Rectory on Monday nights from
7pm-9pm. We are here for you.

Boy Scouts

Boys Scouts meet Thursdays at 7 PM
in the social hall. For more information,
please call Mike, 610-824-6556.

Knights of Columbus

Men that are practicing Catholics and 18 years old are
eligible to join.

Call the Parish Office for more information. To make
your registration easier, you can join the K of C online at
kofc.org/JoinUs.

K of C General Business Meeting 2nd Wed @ 6:30 PM.

Ink Cartridges & Redner's Tapes

Save us $$$! Place your used cartridges in the box in the
portico and drop Redners Tapes in the box in the portico
or in the collection basket. We will turn them in for credit!

St. Nicholas Food Pantry Is Open

Collections are on the third weekend of the month. If you
know of a family or person that can use a hand at this
time, let the parish office know.

Caring Cardmaking ¥ ¥ ¥

Our card making team at St. Nicks

(Caring Cards) is in full swing. If you know =

of someone who is having surgery, is ill, is ~.*
homebound or in a nursing home or hospice please
contact us with their names and addresses so that we
can get a card off to them. We meet the 1st and 3rd
Friday of every month at 10:30 in the social hall.

You can contact Pat Hunsicker at (610) 824-4017 or you
can text or call cell phone (484) 464-7265. We don't want
to miss anyone so please help if you can. Thank you.

Alcoholics Anonymous

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women
who share their experience, strength and hope with each
other that they may solve their common problem and help
others to recover from alcoholism. Membership is open to
anyone who has the desire to stop drinking.

AA Group meets 6:30 PM Sunday in the social hall.

Winter Weather and Wednesday
Adoration

In the case of winter storms, if Northampton School
district is delayed, Adoration will begin at Noon, if school
is canceled, Adoration will also be cancelled for the

day. A Flock-note message will also be sent out:

Daily Mass will always be offered at the usual
times regardless of weather.



Women of Hope Rétreat Malvern
Retreat House
March 14-16, 2025

“The Eucharist - Food for the Journey”

Ladies, join us for an inspiring weekend and renew
your faith and relationship with the Lord. The retreat
will be led by four dynamic and faithful women! You
will be led in prayer, hear great talks, attend Mass &
Adoration and much more.

Cost: $275 includes overnight accommodations and
meals.* $75.00 deposit to secure your spot

*Virtual Option Available if 5 people register for Zoom
Cost is $75 per person

Register at: malvernretreat.com or call 610-644-0400
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‘add Your Voice

Sing Unto the Lord

The music ministry of St. Nick’s would like to invite those
who would like to be a part of enhancing the gospel with
song to join one of our various choirs.

Please speak to any of the musicians for information.
“Those who sing pray twice” - St. Augustine

Readings for the week of January 19, 2025

Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 (3)/1 Cor
12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11

Monday: Heb 5:1-10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20/Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9 and 10c/Mk

2:23-28
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4/Mk 3:1-6

Thursday:  Heb 7:25—8:6/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/Mk
3:7-12

Friday: Heb 8:6-13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11-12, 13-14/
Mk 3:13-19

Saturday:  Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2/

Mk 16:15-18

: Winter Meetings for Page
|' | ' /| Turners

__'.1-.._.,-:-— Page Turners will be meeting during
the winter months, January through

March in the Social Hall. For more information, please
contact: community@stnicholaswalnutport.org.

Observances the week of January 19, 2025

Monday: St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St.
Sebastian, Martyr (See saint’s biography
below); Martin Luther King Day

Tuesday: St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

Wednesday: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children

Thursday:  St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; St.
Marianne Cope, Virgin

Friday: St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church

Saturday:  The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle

Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time; Celebrate
Catholic Schools Week

St. Sebastian Biography | January 20

Not much is known about the life
of St. Sebastian (256 — 287),
except that he was a Roman
martyr whose name has been
mentioned throughout history
since early 350.

We see St. Sebastian many
times in art, especially from
iconic paintings from Guido
Reni, Andrea Mantegna and
Hendrick ter Brugghen. Historical scholars now agree that
a spiritual story has the beloved saint entering the Roman
army because only there could he assist Christian
martyrs without arousing suspicion on himself. Eventually
he was found out, brought before Emperor Diocletian and
delivered to Mauritanian archers to be shot to death.
Pierced with arrows, he was left for dead, but managed to
survive. He recovered from his wounds but still refused to
leave.

One day, St. Sebastian took up a position near where the
emperor was to pass. He confronted the emperor,
condemning him for his cruelty to Christians. This time
the sentence of death was carried out, and St. Sebastian
was beaten to death with clubs. Today he is the patron
saint of athletes.
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